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Preserving
ForesU Grove

Newsl -e t ter  o f  the His tor ic  Landmarks Board

The Pioneer Livery Stable-Then & Now
l ly  Margic

Our pr ide is growing and showing r ight on
Pacif ic Avc and Main Strcct in Forcst Grove

Oregon. Whcn I  was asked to provide my l i rst
art ic le for the ncwslct ter as a new board me mbcr

to thc l l istor ic Landmarks Board. I  inrmcdiatcly
thought ol- thc . lohnst ' rn I lu i ld ing bui l t  in l t t t t ( r .  I t
reprcscnts why I  have dccidcd to part ic ipatc in thc

cornmunity 's board that supports thc prcservat ion

of 'h is to r ic
b u i l d i n s s .

-l'ha 
I'ionaar" Livary Slahle c'irt'u 1900

Waltz-Actor

bascment In many ways thc bui lding rcsernbled

a big in-town barn. tJnl ike barns fbund on local
f 'anns. the . lohnson Livery Stable made use cl f  a
fu l l  s ized  e leva tor  us ing  wc igh ts  and pu l l cys .  The
clcvatur madc i t  easier to rxovc hay and f 'ccd up
and dowrr the f loors. L,vidence ol- the wel l  used
c lcva tor  s t i l l  ex is ts  today  in  the  basement  o f  thc
bu i ld ing .  T l ie  Ma in  St rcc t  s idc  o l ' the  bu i ld ing

displayed paintcd
adven is ing  s igns
as seerr in the
pictr ,rre below. l f
you stand on Main
Street facing thc
I - i vc ry  Bu i ld ing
( look ing  cas t ) .  you
carr st i l l  sce very
laint  remnants of
paint rcsidue on the
br ick  wa l l .  Because
of  the  L ivery
Bu i ld ing  loca t ion .
i t  served as the

headquarters o{ ' the

Over  a
hundred
years ago at
the corner
o l ' M a i n
and Pac i l i c
Avenue.
visi tors and
townsfblk on
lrorseback or
r id ing  wagons
cou ld  count

-s
-"""G

on a place where their  horses and wagons vr 'oulcl

be wel l  taken care o1' :  Johnson & Son l- ivery'

S tab le .  The bu i ld ing  was bu i l t  in  1898.  was b ig .
cost $ 5.000 to bui ld.  made ol-br ick and sat on

a basalt  block fbundat ion. Large old growth

beams supported l loors of the bui lding and st i l l
exist  in the bui lding today. Wagons. carr iages
and buggies were taken care of on the street level
f loor.  and hay and other suppl ies were stored on

the second f loor.  Horses were cared tor in the

- l- i l larnook 
Stage Linc. Eventual ly.  . lohnson. ioined

Lrp  w i th  a  loca l  b lacksmi th .  Mr .  Bux ton .  to  se l l
wagons, buggies. harvesters, plows and other farm
nrachinery. In 1906 the rnain f loor of the Livery

was leased to the GofFbrothers for a hardware

bus i  ness .

During the years as the bui lding aged and
new businesses occupied the Livery Bui lding.
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structural  changes were made. For example. the
false br ick windows in the f iont of  the bui lding
were replaced with glass windows. The two large
arched l ivery doors were eventual ly replaced with

store f iont plate glass windows. then changed in

the  1980 's  to  modcrn  o f  f i ce  w indows.  Arched

doors and windows taken out over the years were

replaced in 1985 with ncw arched windows and
doorways
resem b l ing
the  or ig ina l
dcs ign
f iorn 1898.
( 'ustolners

and c l ien ts
nccded a
double l iont
door so thc
o ld  sk inny
I ivc rv  door
had to
go. 1-he
basement
w indows
st i l l  occupy

'['ha 
I'ionau' Livert

the same spacc they did one hultdred vci l rs ago.
n picture u, i l rdow was added to t l te Nort l rw'cst

corner.  Bccausc ol 'bui lding codcs and sal-ety
laws. the old clcvator had to go too. I t  was

replaced rvi th a r lodcrn extcr ior elevator on thc

east sidc of- the bui lding. Circat ef  l i r r ts lvcrc
rnadc to nrake the extcr ior c levator hlcnd in lv i t l r

o r ig ina l  bu i ld ing  dcs ign .  Dur ing  a l l  thc  l cars
the  [ - i vc ry  Bu i ld ing  s tood on  Main  and Pac i f ]c

Avenue. one thing has not changed: the prcsscd

t in cornice at the top of ' the second f loor.  l f  yor,r

stand in f iont ol- the Pacif ic Avenue windows

today and look up you can not miss the r .vords at

the top ". lohnson & Son."

Growing up in Forest Grovc. I  remember this
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bu i ld ing  s tand ing  ou t  s ign i f i can t ly  as  a  ch i ld .
I  would r ide my bicycle up town on my own
to buy my mother things for her Christmas
stocking at the 88 Cents Store. I  can remember
roaming the cement f loor is les fbr k i tchen
gadgets that she needed.

As t i rnc passed. the bui lding was occupicd as a
gif i  store. " ' l 'hc Carouse 1".  complete with a real

carousel in the
midd le  o f  t l r c
store. I  would
accompany
my motlrer as
she searched
{or gi f ts or
goodies firr
herself  .  I
rcrnember i t
be  ing  d i f f i cu l t
to keep my
lrands off
the l -abulous
carouse l .

stuhla in 2006

As I  grerv up and rvent of I ' to col lege. rny l i r ther.
[ .urcn Waltz was looking lbr a new locat ion t t r
accomnrodatc his growing insurancc agency
ar rd  purchased the  Johnson bu i ld ing  in  1984

wi th  Michac l  Moore .  
' l -he  

l . i very  bu i ld ing
was rcnovatcd by Bri t tc l l  Design. Inc. in three
phases. 

' l 'he 
two story redesign l-aci l i tated

tbLrr establ ished prof-essional of f ices in l - 'orest
( l rove: an attorney. an accountant.  the insurance

l i rrn and administrat ive off ices fbr the Pacif ic
t  I  n ivcrsi tv 's School of  Prof 'essional Psychologl ' .
- l 'he 

10.000 squarc foot of f ice bui lding. located

in the most dominant posi t ion in downtown
l ' -c lrest Grove. renrains a f ine exatnple of the

architectural  her i tage of the past.  but cont inues
to serve eff'ectively oLlr contemporary need.
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The Historic Landmarks Board Welcomes
its Newest Member. Mareie Waltz-Actor

I  have l ived in Forest Grove since I  was threc"
the oldest ol- three gir ls.  (Jpon -qraduat ion f iom
Forest Grove High School.  I  went to Oregon State
Universi t t ,  graduat ing with a Bachelor 's Degree
in 1986. Returning to Forest ( l rovc. I  worked lbr
rny  fa rn i l y ' s  bus incss ,  WSC Insurance.  p resent ly
Ioca ted  in  the  H is to r ic  l . i ve ry  S tab lc  bu i ld ing
in downtown Forest Grove. After sevcntecn
ycars in thc insurancc business. I  was rcady' for

a career change. I 'o l lowing the f  ootstcps o1'  rny
grandmothcr.  Ann Waltz.  who sold real estate fbr

thir ty years. I  am now working fbr Johrr L.  Scott-
Market Clenter as a real estate brokcr.

My hLrsband I  purchased the W.R.-faylor.  M.D.
house in Forest ( i rovc in 1990. Threc gene-rat ions
of rry tarni ly have l ived in this nat ional registered
homc. i laving a deep rooted commitment to
thc prcservat ion and maintenance of histor ic
strllcturcs in Forcst (lrove. I look forward to
working on the Histor ic Landmarks Board to help

cnsurc a part  ol ' t ' rur past remains a part  o{ 'our
lutLrre.

The Pioneer Connection
The Frierrds ot ' l l istor ic Forest ( l rovc are prcscnt ing a bcnef i t  lbr the prcscrvat ion ot ' the A.1-.  Smith propertyl

Saturday, August 19; Noon to 5:00 PM; Elm Street (south of Hwy 47) in Forest Grove
' l ' hc  

$10 Sandrv ich  Dca l  inc ludcs :  ho t  purk  sandrv ich  & bcans .  d r ink .  i ce  c ream and wagon r idc

The $5  l lo t  [ )og  l )ea I  i r rc ludcs :  l to tdog.  d r ink .  i ce  c ream and wagon r idc

Advancc l ' ickcts:  Your Travel Placc at Main Strect & Pacif ic Ave

You can also pick Lrp t ickets at thc cvcnt.

Vi s i t  r i  u r .r . ' .  h i  stor i  c tbrcstsrovc.ors lbr I  urther i  n lbrtnat ion.

Ir

New Grunt Funding Avuiluble
As rrrost reade rs know. the Historic Landrnarks l ]oard

operatcs a renovation grant program to help property owners

o f l i c t  the  cos t  o f 'do ing  h is to r ica l l y  accura te  renovat ion
pro.jects. I-his monef is provided by the waste transfer

s ta t ion  on  the  lvcs t  s ide  o l ' k rwn and is  handed ou t  to  var ious

groups b1' the cit l '  counci l .  So with each new f iscal year.

the  l l t .U  ge ts  renewed lund ing  -  th is  year  our  g ran t  was

$10.000!  Have a  pro jec t  tha t  you 've  been th ink ing  about

tak ing  carc  o f  on  your  h is to r ic  horne? Come ta lk  to  us .

We'l l  reimburse up to half  the cost of the work. Contact

. lames Reitz at 503-992-3233 lbr more infbrmation.

rile

fus

\
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The Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board Grant Program
Is vour house on our local registcr? I f  i t  is.  did you l<now that your house is el ig ible for restorat ion /  reha-
bi l i tat ion -qrant funding? The Histor ic Landmarl<s Board has funds to help i , 'ou with your projects.  I f  1 'ou
are planning any exter ior restorat ion w'ork such as restor ing architectural  f 'eatures or i f  you have structural
work to do such a fbundat ion repair .  we'd love to help. We fund pro. iects up to 50% of the cost of  the. iob
per grant.  Come see us! We can also help you f ind histor ical ly appropriate solul ions to any problems you
mav have.

The Forest Grove Historic Landmurks Board

. lon Stagnitt i  (chair)

George Cushirrg (secretary)

Claude Rornig

Cindy Kis t lcr
Margie Waltz-Actor

503-3 5 7-636e
503-357-338e

503-359-  |  8u6

503-359-9 I ' 18
503-357-2770

sern an gati lalyahoo.co m

gree nacrcs2 (r.r)verizon. n et

k a I ek op llryco mc ast. n ct

scrhklrr-)msn.com

c lay. m arg i  e(zr lver izon. net

Preserving Forest ( l rove is a quartcr lv uewslct tcr publ ished hy the Forest ( l rovc I l istor ic l -andmarks Board to
hc lp  tu l f i l l  i t s  du ty 'o l -pub l i c  educat ion  rcgard ing  thc  p rescrva t iun  o l ' cu l tu ra l  rcsourccs .  l1 'you  wou ld  l i ke  to  be

or r  the  rna i l ine  l i s t .  p lcase ca l l . la rnes  I {e i tz  a t  503-992-3233.  u r . lRe i tz r r r l c i . l t r res t - { . l rove .or .us .

H istoric Landmurks Bourd
City d Forest Gntve
PO Box 326
Forest Grove, OR 971 I 6

I n  t h i s  i s sue :
' l 'hc 

[ ' iorrce r  l . ive ry Stable-Then & Norv

Neu'Membel We lconrs:  N' largic Waltz-Actor '

A. ' f .  Srni th I lenef i t


